
BIDDING THE SICKNESS 
CEASE. 

The report of the Rockefeller Found 
tion ‘dealing with the progress of t 
work wl&h it is doing throughout th 
world in combating such diseases ah 
malaria and hookworm covers up in busid 
ness language ,a story of unselfish de_van 
tibn. In most of the disease-ridden pa&’ 
of the world are to be found ‘representa! 
tives of the International Health Board1 
patiently and tactfully going about thd 
difficult task of inculcating the ele; 
mentary priqiples of hygiene in thfl 
minds of pqople who have always 
on disease as an affliction for 
there is no remedy ‘bwt to 
evil spirits by magic. Aside from the: 
natural unwillingness of native tribes; 
to put more faith in the white man’s 
magic than in their own, the representn- 
tives of the Rockefeller Foundation have’ 
had to overcome the hostility of the tribal 
medicine men and chieftains, and in some 
cases have even had to allay the sus- 
picions of European Governments in 
whose colonial possessions health work, 
has been undertaken. I 

For these reasons fighting hookworm1 
in the tropics has been even harder than 
here in the United States. To the credit 
of the doctors in charge of the work It 
must be said that. the progress has, 
been highly satisfactory. After stilling 
the prejudices of local officials th J 
health workers have been faced with; 
the need of breaking through the apath ’ 
and disbelief of the natives 
from the disease; In some cases this 
been done,by giving lectures with l?nterq 
slides, and, after converting the villag 
headmen, using, them. as lrlouthpieces 
further the instruction. The 
of making these talks clear, 
has sometimes prevented- the 
spreading of the good tidings that a cur’ 
was .at hand for all who suffered. 
best proof: of cdurse, was the physic; 
condition of men who 

of. almost any native1 house and by 
we&in@ it show the tlhnyi grubs alive and 
wriggling, it did not t$ke long tu con- 
vince the people that’ iI was necessary’ 
to do,evCrything to rid tF.6 eatih of these 
creatures. Once the i@a was under- 
stood it pbssed with gfeat rapidity by 
word of’ mouth, and tti changes yhich 
the Foundatio$‘s , doctdrs recommended 
in-j the. village sanitafy ..ariangemen+,s 
were soon effected.. 

The Rockefeller F’oTdation’s annual 
report, dealing in large, figdres and ren- 
de1;iq.g an accoutiting, &*ays an im- 
pres’&ve document. time the story 
~$1 be told of ihe ajlventures of ‘the 
men who did the vq& that the report 
Summarizes, and of their hardships an4 
their splendid devotion! This id a chap-. 
t&r &I -American -+trpisni with’, which 
our OPJR public, as well as the world in 
general, is as yet too liitle familiar. 


